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CHArTEll IX.

REFLECTIONS  ON THIS  NATURE   OF  CHRIST'S  SOCIKTV.

OF the three parts into which our investigation is divide I,
Christ's Call, his Legislation, and his Divine .[loyally or
relation to Jehovah, the first is now completed. We have
considered the nature of the Call, its difference from that
which was given to Abraham, the means which were
taken to procure a body of men such as yiight suitably
form the foundation of a new and unique Commonwealth,
and the nature of the obligations they incurred in accept-
ing the Call: Iv fj*lv To'8* -13873 r&v rpi&v TraXoucr/tarow,

But before we proceed to consider Christ's Legislation,
it will be well to linger awhile and reflect on what we
have learnt. Having ascertained so far what Christ
undertook to do and did, it will be well to compare it
with other similar schemes and to form some opinion
upon the success it was likely to meet with.

Let us ask ourselves what was the ultimate object of
Christ's scheme. When the Divine Society was established
and organised, what did he expect it to accomplish ? To
the question we may suppose he would have answered,
The object of the Divine Society is that God's will may be
done on earth as it is done in heaven. In the language
of our own. day, its object was the improvement of mo-
rality. Now this is no strange or unusual object Many